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CAREER DIRECTOR FOR AML 


The Surgeon General has obtained Department of the Army 
approval of the recommendation that the position of Director, 
Army Medical Library, be made of indefinite duration. This frees 
the Director from the operation of the “Manchu law” [requiring 
change of station after a four-year tour of duty] and will provide 
a continuity lacking since the days of the Library’s direction by 
Colonel McCaw. Army installations in this country and overseas 
are being circularized in an effort to secure applications from profes- 
sionally competent young medical officers interested in this type of 
work who have demonstrated both scholarship and administrative 
ability. 


PERSONNEL INCREASE 


Following a personnel survey, the Army Medical Library has 
been authorized to increase its staff from 147 to 171. This provides 
an increase of 24 positions which have been allocated as follows: 
Office of the Librarian 3, Catalogue Division 8, Index-Catalogue 
Division 5, Reference Division 8. 


WILLIAM BEAUMONT EXHIBIT 


Dr. William Beaumont’s epochal work on the physiology of 
digestion is the subject of a first exhibit on Famous Men of Army 
Medicine now on display at the Library. The collection of the 
History of Medicine Division provided excellent photographs of 
Dr. and Mrs. Beaumont, copies of the 1833 [Plattsburgh] and 1834 
[Boston] editions of Beaumont’s book “Experiments and Observa- 
tions on the Gastric Juice and the Physiology of Digestion”, and 
other interesting items. 
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OLD SETS OF THE INDEX-CATALOGUE 


Scarcity of the older sets of the Index-Catalogue and increased 
demands by recently established domestic and foreign medical re- 
search institutions made it necessary to survey the distribution of the 
Index-Catalogue among depository libraries of general character. 


Public libraries have been asked whether, according to their 
observations, the Index-Catalogue had been very much in use in 
the depository library, or whether it could be put to better service 
in another library. Librarians of depository libraries of government 
documents have been left a free choice between keeping their sets of 
the Index-Catalogue and returning them to Washington for redis- 
tribution. 


Though this campaign of discovering little used sets of the 
Index-Catalogue started only in October, its result has been very 
satisfactory so far. Replies of the public librarians come in 
promptly, often with a long list of the various services the Index- 
Catalogue has performed in a particular library or in a center of 
scientific research not necessarily medical. 


The generosity of public librarians made it possible to supply 
with partial or complete sets of the Index-Catalogue such foreign 
institutions as the National Central University, College of Medicine 
of Nanking, China, The King’s College Hospital Library, London, 
and the Library of the Medical Association of Perth, Australia. 


AML STAFF ASSOCIATION 


Officers: Mr. Robert B. Austin.............. President 
Mrs. Ellen M. Wade................ Secretary 
Mrs. Edith M. Spaeth.............. Treasurer 
Committee Recreation................... Mr. Carl Miller 
Chairmen: Publications.............. Miss Mary Grinnell 
a rer Miss Isabelle Entrikin 
Membership........... Mrs. Mary Lu Freeman 
eT eer Miss Carrie Duncan 
ee Mr. Joseph Tucker 
iit en ecinncee Mr. Sam Roberts 
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APPOINTMENT OF MISS KUCH AS EDITOR OF THE 
CURRENT LIST 


The Library announces the appointment of Miss Mildred C. 
Kuch as Editor of the Current List of Medical Literature. Miss 
Kuch comes to the Library from the Office of Technical Services, 
Department of Commerce, where she has been subject cataloger of 
declassified German material in medicine and chemistry. She brings 
to the Library a background of long professional experience, includ- 
ing eleven years with the American Medical Association as transla- 
tor and subject cataloger of German and other foreign language 
medical periodical literature. Her previous experience also includes 
three years as medical editorial research assistant in dermatology 
and syphilology to Dr. A. Benson Cannon, Chief of the Dermatol- 
ogy Service, Vanderbilt Clinic, Columbia-Presbyterian Medical 
Center, New York City, and extensive free-lance editing, translat- 
ing, and writing. 


VISIT BY MISS MARSHALL 
Miss Mary Louise Marshall, Consultant to the Army Medical 
Library, spent the period November 6 to 21 in Washington, assist- 
ing in the revision and editing of the AML Classification Schedules 
for publication. During her visit Miss Marshall spoke informally to 
the Reference Division on the AML Classification. 


ACQUISITIONS 

The Library has recently received, in the form of a 6,800- 
pound consignment, the periodicals of 1935 released to us by the 
American Medical Association. This is now an annual event and nets 
the Library a substantial number of missing issues and new titles. 

An interesting manuscript item has been acquired by the 
Library. This is the Day Book of Timothy Horton, practicing physi- 
cian of West Springfield, Massachusetts, containing in eight closely 
written volumes with an index volume a record of professional vis- 
its, prescriptions and their cost, and sundry data on personal ac- 
counts kept over a period of forty years, from 1785 to 1824. 


OPEN HOUSE 


The Maryland, Virginia, and District of Columbia Regional 
Group of Catalogers and Classifiers will hold its annual dinner meet- 
ing in Washington on Saturday, December 6. The Catalogue and 
Index-Divisions will hold open house at the Library for members 
and friends from 3 to 5 p. m. on that date. 
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STAFF ACTIVITIES 


Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Honorary Consultant, and Mr. Adams 
and Miss MacDonald of the AML Staff attended the Conference on 
International Educational Reconstruction on November 1 in Wash- 
ington, as representatives of the Medical Library Association. Rep- 
resentatives of national and international organizations discuss their 
programs for rehabilitating European cultural life. 


Reference Division 


Mrs. Eleanor M. Coffyn attended the meeting of the Joint 
Committee on the Union List of Serials, at the New York Public 
Library in New York City, on November 4, as the representative 
of the Medical Library Association. 

Miss Clara T. Heck is serving as Chairman of the Biological 
Sciences Group, District of Columbia Chapter of the Special Librar- 
ies Association. 


Catalog Division 


Miss M. Ruth MacDonald and Miss Winifred A. Johnson at- 
tended the meeting of the New York Regional Group of Catalogers, 
American Library Association, in New York on Friday, November 
14. Miss MacDonald also attended the Conference on Recruiting 
called by the American Library Association, in Chicago, on Satur- 
day and Sunday, November 22 and 23. 


History of Medicine Division 


Two members of the Cleveland Branch staff recently visited 
the Library in connection with cataloging procedures: Mr. Karl A. 
Baer, Head of Technical Processes, October 27 to November 4, and 
Miss Jane Gibbs, Cataloger, November 3 to 7. 


VISITORS 


Dr. Gilles van de Wall de Kock, Deputy-Director, Union of South 
Africa Veterinary Services, Onderstepoort Laboratory, Pretoria. 


Dr. K. V. Krishnan, Secretary, Indian Research Fund Association, 
New Delhi, India. 


Mr. Leigh Scott, Librarian, University of Melbourne, Australia. 


Dr. Herman Sikl, Professor of Pathology, University of Prague, 
Czechoslovakia. 














